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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to Applicant's Amendment filed October 13, 
2009. Claims 1, 2, 6-8, 12-14, 16, 18-22, 25-37, and 39-53 are pending in this case. 
Claims 3-5, 9-11, 15, 17, 23-24, 38, and 54 were previously canceled. Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 
13, 22, 25,-29, 36-37, 39-48, and 51-53 are currently amended. Claims 22, 25-37, and 
39-51 are withdrawn, pursuant to a Requirement for Election/Restriction. Accordingly, 
claims 1, 2, 6-8, 12-14, 16, 18-21, and 52-53 are under examination. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on October 
13, 2009 has been entered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on October 25, 2008 and 
November 3, 2009 are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, 
the information disclosure statements are being considered by the examiner. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims, as currently amended, have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
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5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

6. Claim 7, 8, 12, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

7. Regarding claims 7, 8, 12, and 13- 

8. Claims 7, 8, 12, and 13 recite a computer program only. "Computer programs 
claimed as computer listings per se, i.e., the descriptions or expressions of the 
programs, are not physical 'things.' They are neither computer components nor 
statutory processes, as they are not 'acts' being performed." MPEP §2106.01 I. 
Because the claim(s) recite only abstractions that are neither "things" nor "acts," the 
claim(s) are not within one of the four statutory classes of invention. Because the claims 
are not within one of the four statutory classes of invention, the claims are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. §101. 

9. In this case, claim 7 recites a communications interface, a module in the 
communications interface, and a second communications interface, all of which are 
reasonably interpreted as software only. 

10. Therefore, independent claim 7 and its dependent claims 8 and 12 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. §101. 

1 1 . Further, independent claim 1 3 recites means for receiving, means for 
transmitting, and means for decrypting all of which are reasonably interpreted as 
software only. 

12. Therefore, independent claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. §101 . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

14. Claims 1,2, 6-8, 12-14, 16, 18-21, and 52-53 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Stefik et al (US 5,638,443). 

15. Regarding claim 1 - 

16. Stefik discloses: 

(a) receiving at a communications device from a first remote device superdistributed 
content encrypted with a content key; (e.g. col 13 In 32-52, col 19 In 42-55, col 20 In 
40-62, col 43 In 37-67, col 44 In 40-64, col 45 In 10-55) 

(b) transmitting by the communications device a request for the content key to a second 
remote device, the second remote device authorized to act on behalf of a provider of the 
content and possessing the content key encrypted with a public key of the second 
remote device; (fig 17, col 26 In 17-60, col 28 In 44-65) 

(c) receiving at the communications device from the second remote device an encrypted 
version of the content key, wherein the encrypted version of the content key is 
encrypted with a public key of the communications device; and (col 27 In 24-47, col 28 
In 50-55) 

(d) decrypting at the communications device the encrypted version of the content key 
with a private key of the communications device, the private key of the communications 
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device corresponding to the public key of the communications device, (col 27 In 50-col 
28 In 65). 

17. Regarding claim 2 - 

18. Stefik discloses wherein said transmitting step comprises transmitting the public 
key of the communications device to the second remote device, (col 27 In 35-47, col 28 
In 45-58). 

19. Regarding claim 6 - 

20. Stefik discloses receiving at the communications device one or more usage rules 
from the first remote device, wherein the usage rules correspond to the content; (col 31 
In 5-10) 

transmitting by the communications device the one or more usage rules to the second 
remote device; (col 31 In 18-65, col 34 In 35-40) 

receiving at the communications device one or more modified usage rules from the 
second remote device; and (col 34 60-67, col 35 25-35) 

associating at the communications device the one or more modified usage rules with 
the content, (col 35 In 15-20, col 37 In 1-15). 

21. Regarding claims 7, 13, and 14- 

22. Stefik discloses a device, (col 13 In 25-30) comprising: 

a first communications interface in a communications device adapted to receive from a 
first remote device superdistributed content encrypted with a content key; (e.g. col 13 In 
32-52, col 19 In 42-55, col 20 In 40-62, col 43 In 37-67, col 44 In 40-64, col 45 In 10-55) 
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a module in the communications device adapted to decrypt an encrypted version of the 
content key with a private key of the communications device; and (fig 17, col 26 In 17- 
60, col 28 In 44-65) 

a second communications interface in the communications device adapted to 

(a) transmit a request for the content key to a second remote device, the second remote 
device authorized to act on behalf of a provider of the content and possessing the 
content key encrypted with a public key of the second remote device, and (fig 17, col 26 
In 17-60, col 28 In 44-65) 

(b) receive from the second remote device an encrypted version of the content key, 
wherein the encrypted version of the content key is encrypted with a public key of the 
communications device, the public key of the communications device corresponding to 
the private key of the communications device, (col 27 In 24-47, col 28 In 50-55) 

23. Regarding claims 8 and 16 - 

24. Stefik discloses wherein the request includes the public key of the 
communications device, (col 27 In 35-47, col 28 In 45-58). 

25. Regarding claim 12 - 

26. Stefik discloses wherein the first communications interface is further adapted to 
receive one or more usage rules from the first remote device, the usage rules 
corresponding to the content; and (col 31 In 5-10) 

wherein the second communications interface is further adapted to transmit the one or 
more usage rules to the second remote device; and to receive one or more modified 
usage rules from the second remote device, (col 34 60-67, col 35 25-35) 
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27. Regarding claim 18 - 

28. Stefik discloses wherein the authorized agent is further adapted to provide to the 
communications device the content key encrypted with a public key of the 
communications device, (col 27 In 24-47, col 28 In 50-55) 

29. Regarding claim 19 - 

30. Stefik discloses a content distributor, (e.g. col 13 In 32-52, col 19 In 42-55, col 20 
In 40-62, col 43 In 37-67, col 44 In 40-64, col 45 In 10-55) 

31. Regarding claim 20- 

32. Stefik discloses wherein the remote device receives the content item from the 
content distributor, (e.g. col 13 In 32-52, col 19 In 42-55, col 20 In 40-62, col 43 In 37-67, 
col 44 In 40-64, col 45 In 10-55) 

33. Regarding claim 21 - 

34. Stefik discloses wherein the communications device, the remote device, and the 
authorized agent communicate with each other across one or more wireless 
communications networks, (col 14 In 44-50). 

35. Regarding claim 52 - 

36. Stefik discloses: 

(a) receiving at a communications device from a first remote device superdistributed 
content encrypted with a content key and a first usage rule for the content; (e.g. col 13 
In 32-52, col 19 In 42-55, col 20 In 40-62, col 43 In 37-67, col 44 In 40-64, col 45 In 10- 
55) 
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(b) transmitting by the communications device a request for the content key and said 
first usage rule to a second remote device, the second remote device authorized to act 
on behalf of a provider of the content; (fig 17, col 26 In 17-60, col 28 In 44-65) 

(c) receiving at the communications device from the second remote device an encrypted 
version of the content key and a modified usage rule for the content, wherein the 
encrypted version of the content key is encrypted with a public key of the 
communications device; and (col 34 60-67, col 35 25-35) 

(d) decrypting at the communications device the encrypted version of the content key 
with a private key of the communications device, the private key of the communications 
device corresponding to the public key of the communications device, (col 27 In 50-col 
28 In 65). 

37. Regarding claim 53 - 

38. Stefik discloses wherein: 

said content key is received at the communications device from the second remote 
device after having been received at the second remote device encrypted with a public 
key of the second remote device, (fig 17, col 26 In 17-60, col 28 In 44-65). 

Conclusion 

39. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CRISTINA SHERR whose telephone number is 

(571 )272-671 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 Monday through 
Friday. 
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40. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Calvin L. Hewitt, II can be reached on (571)272-6709. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

41 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

CRISTINAOWEN SHERR 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3685 

/Calvin L Hewitt II/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3685 



